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Top reviews from the United States

5.0 out of 5 stars_A playwright worth knowing

Reviewed in the United States on November 5,
2009
By James L.Haddix

Nasim Mijalli is a playwright whose voice is known
in Egypt, but who can now have an even wider
audience. His play "Jesus Crucified in Palestine"
shows an English-speaking audience how Jewish
historical identity and the modern Israeli state have
been perceived in some Near Eastern contexts. It
also shows how a playwright's vision and voice can
help bring disparate religious themes into a play
that could help governments and peoples move
toward rapprochement and a new, if uneasy, place
to stand. Mariana, the Israeli journalist assigned to
cover the trial in this play is clearly the most
winsome and electric character from among the
whole cast of characters. As she demonstrates her
deep knowledge and care for the Egyptian people
and their culture, she identifies "friendship and
understanding” as two of her primary motivations.
In her testimony, too, she is able to boldly argue
that "historical” sins cannot and must not adhere to
a whole people for all time; individuals are
responsible for their misdeeds, but the blood they
spill does not wash over all their descendents
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forever. This seems a small thing, perhaps; but in
the context of this play -and the world stage which
the playwright surely had in his mind--this is a very
large matter indeed. Mr. Mijalli writes as a man of
his own time and place, but in his context he gives
voice to themes of justice and mercy that, in his
clear eyed way, point toward a greater common
good.
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The writer’s choice of subject was interesting. He challenged
one of the accepted ideas of society that is based on the premise that
unmarried women are eccentric. Though he describes in detail the
many situations in which Nahed has selflessly sacrificed for her
brothers and her brothers® insensitivity to her needs, yet in many
parts he seems to accept the premise while challenging it. Hence he
resolves the conflict in the play with a happy ending that is marriage,
that is to say he both accepts and rejects the premise.

In other parts, however he shows insight and depth, when he
insists on the single woman’s right to go out as she pleases, her right
to freedom and her right to choose her own husband. However his
dialogue is smooth and witty, his character portrayal ranges between
caricature such as in his depiction of Keriako Catonelli the dentist,
through whom he tries to voice new ideas that are still strange to our
society and his brief outline of the brothers to the more in - depth
characterization of Hussien .His portrayal of Nahed oscillates
between an outer and aninner point of view. Eccentric she is at times,
but at other times he portrays her inner feelings that show that she is
a woman who is grossly misunderstood by her society.
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A Dramatization of some scenes based on The Angry

Valley. Prepared by: Nasim Mijalli

Scene -1- Office of the manager

Owen: You know, sir that Morgan, Mr. Morgan stopped the
work. He wants to destroy our plan
Ward Thomas :I know this, but you can, ...
Owen: The men must start the work on that part today. We
have a Schedule to keep to.
Ward Thomas: All right, Owen, you can go now and resume your work.
Owen Well, well (at this moment he sees Morgan in the doorway.
so he returns back) Now, sir, | can tell you one thing. If this
man interferes again with my work, there may be a
strike. | don't like it and the men don't like it, there could
easily be a strike.
Ward Thomas: Owen, it's fine—just get back to work.

Owen Thank you, sir. (he goes out looking with scorn to
Morgan).

Ward Thomas: Morgan, come in. sit down. What'’s all this about?

Morgan My friend Jack Hughes told me something about an
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oll coal mine.
Ward Thomas Who is Jack Hughes?
Morgan An old friend of mine who lives in the hill. He mentioned
that a coal mine had been started in this side of the
valley and | fear there might be subsidence under the
tower building.
Ward Thomas: That’s all you have to say. Is it?
Morgan : Yes, | wanted to see you first but | couldn’t find you.
| wanted to look at the surveys.
Ward Thomas: Never mind that now. Thurston has the surveys. This
is not important now. But | want to ask you a question,
what’s behind all this? what do you mean? Why are you
against the project.?

Morgan: | am not against the project.

Ward Thomas: | can’t believe that. You told my daughter some
ridiculous things about dreams, Thurston and | resented
to your fears, too. We let you have a holiday, then you

come back and try to destroy a building schedule.

Morgan: | haven’t destroyed Owen’s schedule. | only stopped

the work for a few hours.

Ward Thomas: You should have waited for me.

Morgan: I'm sorry, but the men have other work to do.

Ward Thomas: That schedule is important to Owen. And he and his

men are important to the project.

Morgan : The men didn’t quarrel with my order.

Ward Thomas: We need to keep the goodwill of those men.
Morgan : I haven’t harmed that goodwiill.

Ward Thomas | think so. Anyway the work has been started again.
Morgan . | see you have the authority to do that.

Ward Thomas: Yes, | have but | want you to answer a question.
Morgan: Certainly I'll do.

Ward Thomas: You have lived in this town. You must know many
people who are against the project.

Morgan : Yes, | know some of them.

Ward Thomas: Are you in fact working for them?
Morgan : No. that’s a very stupid question.
Ward Thomas: Then why are you behaving like this?
Morgan : | have tried to explain.

Ward Thomas: You've always seemed a sensible man to me. What
has happened. Haven'’t you been feeling well lately?
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Morgan : Of course, there is nothing wrong with my health.
Ward Thomas: You had a bad dream. Gown told me.

Morgan : Oh... that | didn't....

Ward Thomas: Do you believe in dreams?

Morgan : No, | was trying to explain something to her.

Ward Thomas: Have you other strange dreams?

Morgan: No | haven’tl What have dreams to do with this? Let’s

take a look at the surveys. Then we can decide.

Ward Thomas: You worry me. | am not your enemy. | don’t want to
quarrel with you, David. You are going to be my son
in law; the husband of my only daughter. But the
project is more important than my feelings. | think you
need a rest.

Morgan: Do you think that I'm crazy, sir?

Ward Thomas: Certainly not (he gave a short strange laugh) but you

do work hard. | think you need a rest.

Morgan: | don’t need a rest.

Ward Thomas: Believe me David. You need some time off? You are
a scientist, but you are trying to do everybody’s work.
Take a few days. Give things time to calm down.

Morgan: I’'m making things difficult, so you want me out of the

way | won’t do it.

Ward Thomas: Yes. You will. That’s an order.

Morgan : Oh, ifit's an order, | can’t do anything else;

Ward Thomas: It's a holiday. Try to enjoy it. When you get back, come

and see me at my house. We'll have a long talk.

Morgan; All right, I'll see you then.

Mr. Thurston arrived in the afternoon.
Ward Thomas; Oh, Mr. Thurston, | have been waiting for you all the
day.
Thurston: Well, sir. Is there anything urgent?
Ward Thomas: | can’t decide. Morgan came and told me some
strange things.
Thurston: Oh, Morgan again. He always tells us strange things.
| think that he suffers some mental disturbance.

Ward Thomas: Perhaps, but he wanted to check the surveys. He said
there might be subsidence under the tower building.

Thurston: Subsidence, eh? It seems ridiculous, doesn’ti?

207



Ward Thomas:

Thurston:

Ward Thomas
Thurston:

Ward Thomas:

Thurston:

Ward Thomas:

Thurston:

Ward Thomas:

Thurston:

Ward Thomas:

Thurston:

Ward Thomas:

Thurston:

Ward Thomas:

thurston

Ward Thomas:

Thurston:

Ward Thomas:

Thurston:

Ward Thomas:

Of course but it’s better to have a look at the surveys.
All right, sir (he handed him some papers) this seems
to be the survey file.
:(Reads through it quickly) have you studied this?
No. | haven’t studied it closely. That was Denham’s
work why? Is there anything in the report?
No. Not exactly .Have you read it?
| must have read it, but | can’t remember. | left all
Denham's work, what does it say?
Nothing definite. It says that the rock on that side of
the hill is different.

What side? The tower side?

It's softer. It may have faults.
God! but you say ‘may have'.
It also talks about the water running off the hill.
It's incredible. This means that the tower building may
fall (pause) well. we had better do some drills now.
And stop all work up there. It would spoil all the
schedules.The minister wants us to finish three
weeks earlier.
And if we still find good solid rock we shall look very
foolish.
Yes,
like two silly old women afraid of a silly suspiction
A crazy young man’s suspicion. that’s. first without it
we wouldn’t look twice at this survey. He has a dream
he loses a dog .He has suspicions. And we begin to
believe in them, are we crazy too.
Perhaps. Perhaps not.What are you going to do?
| don’t brew, | must think seriously about all this.
So must I. Then we’ll talk about it again. I'll leave the
survey with you.
Thank you. Thurston.

Ward Thomas picked up the file and began to read it again slowly.

208



-2- The Singing Kettle Café
Helen at a table, waving to Morgan who stood inside the door

Helen David. (he made his way across the table).

Sit down. You are lucky. | think it's the last seat in the place,
| was saving it for a friend but she won’t be coming now.

David: Very well

Helen  Thurston said that you were still on holiday,
where have you been?

David  To Aberdeen

Helen Is that a nice place for a holiday?

David  No, it wasn’t. | only went in for the afternoon, | have been in
Tureen for the rest of the time.

Helen:  Dating something interesting.

Morgan: Not really. I've been in the library and | spent two days in the
offices of the Trewern Mail. I've been reading very old
newspapers. See (offers the books) A history of Trewern and
Trewern and its History. I'm just talking to the library. They
weren’'t much help.

Helen: Help with what?

Morgan | was trying to find some record of an old mine.

Helen:  Why?

Morgan [I'm in trouble, I've said some wild things without evidence. |
found the old record at last in Aberdean. That's some help.
Now I've got to find the mine.

Helen:  What kind of trouble, David?

Morgan: Trouble at the project.

Helen Tell me. (he stared at her) I'm sorry. | shouldn’t have asked.

Morgan: No, don'’t say that. But these wild ideas of mine disturb

everyone . If you talk about them, you could be in trouble.

Helen: |wouldn’t talk about them, David. but | understand, you know

best.

Morgan: It's not that, Helen (It really could cause trouble for you) If |

can’t talk to anyone else, | can talk to you.

Helen: Did Ward Thomas make you resign?

Morgan:  Yes. You could say that.

Helen: It isn’t fair, is it?

Morgan: It was quite fair. We didn’t agree about the work.
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Helen:

Morgan:

Helen:

Morgan:

Helen:

Morgan:

Helen :

Morgan:

Helen:

Morgan:

Helen:

Morgan:

Helen:
Morgan

Helen:

Morgan:

Helen:

Morgan:

Helen:

Morgan:

Helen:

Morgan:

Gwen:

I've heard something about it. But you were right and he’s
wrong. That’s true isn’t it? and he wants to keep the whole
thing secret. That's not fair. Why do you let him? Do
something about it.
I’'m doing something about it. And he can’t talk about the
work. The project is secret.
| don’t see it that way. He has all the power and you have
none. He can tell his story and every one will listen. No one
has listened to you.
They will. Helen. Believe me. They will listen in the end.
Let me help you. | can, if you agree. Frisby is coming to
see me tonight. Come and meet him. He can help you. He’s
told me so.
Frisby: No, Not Frisby, do you know what you are doing?
Do you know Frisby?
Not very well, | met him first the other night. But | do know
what I'm doing. I'm interested in justice.
Frisby doesn’t care about justice. He is a dishonest journalist.
He wants to stop the project. Keep away from his way.
You don’t want justice. Do you? You'll let Ward Thomas
walk over you.
Don’t be silly Helen. Ward Thomas hasn’t really treated me
badly. He’s frightened about the project.
If you don’t help yourself, someone must help you.
| don’t need help. Helen.
I'm sorry. | wanted to help. It seemed a good idea?
| know. Don’t think that I'm not grateful, you shouldn’t meet
Frisby again. If he hears about any (stands near her) of
this, he may make trouble at work for you?
I’'m not worried about the job. I've resigned.
Resigned? Why you liked the work so much.
| like change, too
It is not because of me, is it ? that would be silly.
Why would it be silly? No. I'm a bit bored. | want something
different. I'm leaving Trewern.
Leaving? Don’t do that Helen, I've got used to you.
:(Smiling) | think I'll go back to London.
No, you won'’t Helen? | want you (At this moment Gwen in
laugh).
Ha, Ha you shouldn’t leave him alone.
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Morgan
Gwen:
Morgan:
Gwen:
Morgan:
Gwen:

Helen:
Gwen:

Helen:
Gwen:
Helen:
Gwen:

Helen:
Gwen

Morgan:
Gwen:
Morgan:
Gwen:
Morgan:

Gwen:
Morgan
Gwen

Morgan:
Helen:
Gwen:

Morgan:
Gwen:

:(With surprise) Gwen! when did you come in?

Just now. Don’t let me interrupt you.

Do sit down.

No. | won't stay.

Have you met Miss lansing? .

No. but I've heard about her. How do you do?

You do some kind of work up at the project. Don’t you?
Yes, I'm a secretary. | do some work for Mr. Morgan.
That must be very interesting, do you come from Trewern

too?

No, I'm from London.

Do you like it here? Do you go out much?
Quite often, but I'll leave for London.

Quite but the hotels here aren’t as good as London, are

they? How did you enjoy your dinner in the Red House the
other night?

Very much thank you. It was the first time that | had been
there.

Really? I'm so glad, David didn’t tell many things about it. |

was wondering.
where are you going now, Gwen?
Oh. I've just a bit more shopping to do.
I'll come with you.
Please don'’t let me take you away.
You aren’t taking me away. The place was crowded and
Helen found me a seat.
Of course.

well, we’ll go then. Let me carry, your things.

No, perhaps you’'d better not, David. I'm meeting Daddy
he thinks that you're still out of town and you are very
friendly just now. Don’t leave your nice secretary. I'll go

alone. Ring me when you have time. Good by Miss.

Lansing. So nice to have met you. (She goes and returns)

She isn’t always like that, you know.

No? | must be going, too.

Another word Mr. Morgan. Take this. (she takes off the
ring and puts it on the table) It seems that you need it now.
Gwen! why are you behaving like this?

| see that Helen, your secretary wants it.

(she leaves quickly)
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Morgan :(Staring at her).

Helen: I'm going.

Morgan: Wait a little Helen you must take it. It is for you.
Curtain

Wrseali] R M) Gl Apdmand) A jial) (Uil L8 1974 (e 3 b cuda o

E-Mail: nasimmijalli@hotmail.com

212



(A a1 ilgal) - 28

Lial) dd2élae b glacs 1934 43l ss 10 2l 94 e
5 ALY daaly (e 4 julady) Aall) 8 Gl il
1970 058l ArapdlSi (o 7 pmsall g 83 B Lidat) il Al 2 sk
A 91 (uplaal) 8 A alady) ARd) iy Jee
ALY daala g o 438l Anas) g
2013 ¥ A (goiill Adgal) 83 o Juaa

1984 it dalad) dsgl) Ay Al Yl g 7 el -1
1986  USU dalal) digll Al 5 £ 1Y) Lld -2
1988 &4 asdll S yall oad ) o) i el — J88a Jal -3

1988  (Cnws JalS 2ana — allial) ) 52) Gapdad) G AN sl 0 -4
1995 QUsll dalad) dingl) L) A4S Jlaag 2 se uisl -5
1998 ARV QS (LSLE G sl) B pmalaall g Y alaa -6

2000 sy (et — ddlaa (Y Bl il sk B Al Caitll -7
2006 A8EN Ll (ulaall - Ay el daa 3 jac g Glawd G (s -8

2010 Gordll ALl Aial) ala g e by ks 9
2014 list! dalall Al Eb ¢ cluadd 10
p 111 L T Comally B 8 il j2-11

2024 QUSH dalal) gl o ad) 7 peeal) i 7 8 3y il 12

il pal)

213



1978 S Aalal) Aigl) Ayl 5

1988 sl dalad) g digiaall — 16
1999 SR JUl) e plal 17
361 2= 2014 45516 Us pess ddaa 448N Gk 5Lula <18

2016 Budall yaa cupal) Us gy o - QS B &l o
bl i Alile LaasS — Gldy Jus 19
2020 sy pany paill qual) Ua gy ) Al g, — L sAlil-20
- Cilaa, il
1972 QUSH dalall disgl il =21
A guu gal) dpallal) 4y jal) Ao gougall B Mita (e day s -22
1906... 433 groally
1977 Ay sita gaie POlgd Aae e i) tie all 223
1997 g oSl allald) = pesall- S 9 J g9 1edialls B8 sadl g aud) =24
st dalal) :\,3}.4.43‘ :\.‘\:\.@-“— Z\.JJ.A.\SM\J\ w U'“.-.‘“tU uﬁ}a (idl) =25

1999

2000 dan il Lagll) £ g pdial) =gl Al il SLSBS 33) 4 226

2001  dap il o gil) £ g pdiall s gian . ) sl 2l — ol i daSlas 27
2002 4ax 5ll L gdll £ g pdiall = gljla (o il 4y HAiSUBU Al aeli28
(i db Gldle dlal) G\l g G gall) L gl Silia jasa &l .29

2004 Ao ill e gl £ g pall (A gB2) ADAL) g
2010 dan ill e gl S yall— a gl Al W redalls 13alg i ki ciis -30
2010 dan 5l oo g8l 38 pal) , Graac Al ga il ol redlld - ST s (Sanali =31
2011 p S8 38 pall -l o LA ) sl iliadl) A jae 32
2012 R S81) S pall — iy o oS and g scillic Lial Jla o -33

2013 dan Al e gBl) S pal) — LS55 (g9 1l ~Cpann ) S1a =34

214



2014  dax il gl Sl ¢ gl Al il oz pead) Ja ) @iy 3 -35
(S g J g9 eialls "B 8Y) allad) g a1 g B shadd) -36
2014 daa ill e i) 3S sl

:AYy) Claa i) daal e

1992 (sl gowall Glasge  Olad ke il - Ll )l Jaa -37
1999 Uil dalal) dipgd) | 0y AT 9 AL gasta oY 1@lli - £ LA 7 s -38
o Y Laa - 1o madll i) G (s s -39

dgalle ey Abedu 1S 9 J g sialls g g1 Jgad -

2004 oy gSILy ABEY il gl) (pudanall
2008 dan il e g8l 38 all - 3aMAN A 63 ) 5e-40
2010 - a5 Sl - gyl (g0 tdalli- danitl) 44
2013 oA 38l — g ol sole 1l a3 pa -4

AL gualidl) 1l - Al Ll A ga - 42
UST dalal) A5gl) caglal) cuns

S L Gy QUsl IR Al o Uile] o & 1 &
Cdsladl oda
2025 e 20

215



